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Leo Passage, founder, Pivot Point Intl. (1936-2011)

loat a visionary innavator, edu

and friend with the passing

0 n May 11, the prafessional salon industry

Leo came 10 America
from the r‘b"""[n'b' >
whth his yourg wife of
one week and created &
retwork of hardressing
education that rearly 50
years Qter spans the
Rrcbe Hs carewr Degan
at the age of 17 when he
Was et 10 apprertce
with a family friend in Holancd. He wored
there five days 8 weee, and 00 weeaends he
retumed to Belgium to work in his father’s

barbery o8 father encouraged him 1o

compet d experiment with his doll. That led

1 the dacovery of Legs ifelorg passion, the

re than 95 competitions He became

enterprising visicoary in the Eurcpean

hardressirg munty and soon set his sights
on the American scene
20 Degan bis road 1O sucess a8 &

hardresser in the United States with a two
year cortract at 8 salon awned by & French
expat in Evanston, I, where he camed $7500 2
week, 564,35 after taxes, In just six manths, Leo
had two full-time assistants who helped him

ety 3 day Meanwhile, be tapin

zion traning on the weewendas and

e Teaching sround the Courtry He

50 Degan teach ATPANCS, A0

assoaation conventions and el Ballrooms
o packed houses with standing room anly. Hs
reps AaNHon a8 or nre freesh and innovalive

grew quickly in the profession and demand for

his classes cortinued

Suldng on hs 2
compettion tuar e, Lea opened
his first salon & . IL, and then Ater n
Fvanston As & passion for teachrg

and his approx Bahaus

peirciples of art 4

also wanted 1o learn his system of ecucation
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Leo Passage

From 1955 through 1962, he continuec

competing, In 1961 he captured the coveted

f World Supremme Champion and
the Yeur o the ntemations

n 1962

Hardresser of

Seauty Show in New Yok O

e v The yourgest membe

us

the
team in Fars, France. That same
» v cpened Pivot Point Seauty
School on the north side of Chicago

with five studerns in ¢

year b

he sectied in the great g
20 becarre sctively invGlved in the
National Cosmetology Assocation
[NCA) wrcl 110 Chicage
Cosmetologists' Association (CCA) in
order 10 serve ther members with
crgoing education and the creaticn of trend

Lollections

Leo always pravided his brillant and

g guddance and Created an environment

at Fivat t where |, and countless cthers

therend, Lo saw the infinite posubilities, anc
he instiled this quality in all who were souched
by him, | spent 16 ywars with Lea, many a8 hs
reemational artistic director. The aducation we
recerved under Leos Tuteape was 1nmve }ble

someane would need © %0 2 four-year

Ol today for This type of & ot It was

the wark that we did during this time that Lid
the foundation for my latter career a8 author
writer teacher and pudic speaker. A very
spritual and heart-centered man, be was a8
ALTHENTIC 3 they Come, and 1 NOt Only ‘oo
trermencious gratitude 1o b mentonkip, but
fee! so blessed to have been friends. My

hushand, b, and | would engry our dinners

“Leo’s passing is the biggest loss in this

{ industry this century. He was truly an icon in

- education, both as a humanitarian and a

7 professional teacher. | will miss my friend and a

7 professional giver to the industry dearly.”
‘| —Mario Tricoci, founder and vice chairman of

|| Tricoci University of Beauty Culture

<N

self-interest, accessd

nd possessing 2 timeless, creative
spirit s fresh on the Last day as on the first

Leo is survived Dy his wie Lenbe, caughter
Carrine [John Bernin) sor Robert (Jaye)
arother Frans, five grandchildren, many
relatives e he leaves betind thousands of
friends and colleagues around the world

BIR rwited scrre of Leas colleagoes,

d friends to share their memories.
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e, tirelessly giving of his time and

erwrgy. As 3 studert, that had & buge irpact on
me. Education Is a caring and giving business
Your work does moee for others than it does
for you. Leo embacied that sentiment, and has
ssanchs of

rs all over the globe whose e

oflue § thousands and th

hircres
wore by becorme ther carewrs. —David

Raccuglia, founder, American Crew




